
 

12 September 2018 

Dear Parent/Guardian 

Welcome back! I hope you and your families had an enjoyable summer.  I hope your children have 

settled back well.  I extend a warm welcome new families.  At the beginning of the year there are a 

number of matters I want to bring to your attention. 

New Building 

Following an increase in pupil numbers the Department of Education have agreed to provide an 

extra class teacher to our school.  We welcome Ms. Aileen Gallagher to our staff.  She joins us from 

St. Felim’s Boys school Cavan and we wish her well in our school.  Ms. Gallagher is teaching the split 

5th and 6th class group. 

In order to house this class the Department have agreed to move and refurbish the existing prefab.  

Furthermore they have sanctioned the building of a new classroom into which the new class will 

eventually move.  However, until the prefab is brought up to standard Ms. Gallagher’s class will 

remain in the office in the new extension.  We hope to have the prefab ready by Hallowe’en. 

Parents’ Association Fundraiser 

The Parents’ Association are holding a bucket collection on the Main Street in Ballinagh this Saturday 

15 September from 9am to 6pm.  Although a rota has been set up, any volunteers are very welcome 

to assist on the day.  Please contact the school. 

Fundraising Draw 

The Board of Management and the fundraising committee have agreed to continue the monthly 

draw.  This draw costs €10 per month for 10 months running from September 2018 to June 2019. 

€100 will be given each month as the prize with additional prizes at Christmas and other times of the 

year, where possible.  It is hoped that additional prizes might be sourced from sponsors or donations 

to the school.  It is important that this draw is supported by all families as all children will benefit 

from any monies raised.  Prize winners will be published on website.  Each family is receiving a set of 

10 envelopes.  Please return each envelope with your name, contact number and all other details 

clearly filled in.  All envelopes will be opened by a group of adults and envelopes will be retained as 

proof of payment.  Notes only in envelopes would be very much appreciated for lodging in the bank.  

Thank you.  If you mislay your envelope you can send in draw money in any envelope.   

Website 

www.stfelimsns.ie Follow us on twitter @ballinaghns.  The school calendar is on the website. 

Contact details 

It is very important that the school has up to date contact details for all parents.  This includes up to 

date mobile number(s) and email address.  We are very proud in St. Felim’s to have received many 

Green School Flags.  With this in mind we are trying to reduce the number of notes we are sending  

 



 

home.  Newsletters will be available online at www.stfelimsns.ie and will also be emailed to parents.  

Please ensure that the email address you provide is one which you check frequently. 

Time-keeping  and attendance 

Parents are reminded that the school starts at 9.20am sharp.  Please ensure that your child comes to 

school on time each day.  IF A CHILD IS LATE A PARENT/GUARDIAN MUST ACCOMPANY THEM INTO 

SCHOOL TO SIGN THE ATTENDANCE DIARY.  The vast majority of children have a great attendance 

record.  Under law the school is obliged to report any children who miss in excess of 20 days to the 

National Education Welfare Board.  If your child misses a day/days from school it is important that 

you write a short note of explanation to the class teacher on her/his return.  Parents are reminded 

that children who arrive at school before 9.05 each morning are not supervised. 

School Uniform 

The vast majority of children wear their complete uniform everyday as requested.  A very small 

number either forget or do not bother especially as the year goes on.  Please ensure your children 

wear their uniform every day.  Please ensure that all items of clothing are CLEARLY labelled with 

your child’s name. 

Safety 

Parents are asked to use the G.A.A. car park when leaving off and collecting children.  Children who 

live close to the school are asked to walk.  This will leave space around the roundabout and at the 

front of the school for parents whose children have special needs.  The bus will be able to drive in 

freely and the road into Corstruce will not be blocked for the residents living there.  This is in the 

interest of everybody’s safety. 

Swimming Lessons 

Swimming will begin this Friday 14 September for 5th & 6th classes. The Swimming pool fees have 

increased and the total cost of swimming is €56 for the 7 lessons.  You will receive the link for 

payment, paying online is great for the school if at all possible.   

Staffing Changes 

We welcome Odhrán Donohoe as a permanent member of staff as a Special Needs Assistant.  We 

wish Mrs. Marion O’Reilly good health and happiness in her retirement.  Our Principal Mrs. Orla 

Finnegan is off on sick leave and we wish her a speedy recovery. 

Office Hours 

Jacinta’s hours are from 8.45am-2.45pm Monday to Thursday and 8.45am -12noon on Friday.  

Please keep this in mind if you are ringing the school to leave a message on the phone regarding 

your child, as it may not be received until the next day.  Thank you. 

Thank you for your co-operation regarding all the matters in this letter. 

 

Yours sincerely 

_______________________ 

Brian Doyle 

Deputy Principal 


