
What is Reading Recovery? 

Reading Recovery is a literacy programme targeted to children with the most complex problems in 

reading and writing. It was developed in Australia by Marie Clay and is used throughout the world in 

many different schools.  

The Department of Education and Skills (DES) funds the training of teachers in Ireland. In our region 

our teacher will be trained by Reading Recovery Specialists in Monaghan Education Centre (MEC) for 

20 days during the year. During this time children who are receiving Reading Recovery in the school 

may be asked to travel to Monaghan. Acceptance on the Reading Recovery Programme is 

conditional on your child attending school regularly, with the minimum of absences and agreeing to 

take your child to MEC for a lesson where your child’s teacher will teach him/her under the guidance 

and observation of fellow teachers.  

After the initial intensive training period in Year 1 the teacher will receive a small number of days 

training on an annual basis. 

We appreciate your understanding that training will involve absences from the school for that 

teacher. 

 

Who receives Reading Recovery? 

Children aged around six are screened on a series of sensitive assessments of literacy, and the 

lowest scoring are offered Reading Recovery, consisting of daily lessons with a highly trained teacher 

for about six months. 

 

 30 minutes a day for just 20 weeks 

 

Progress in Reading Recovery 

The difference is more than knowing more letters and longer words. The child has: 

 Developed fluency and stamina, to read much longer stretches of text 

 Learned how to use richer language, and more complex sentences, carrying multiple ideas in 

their mind 

 Learned how to learn. 

17 out of 20 children who completed Reading Recovery caught up with their classmates within 20 

weeks of daily teaching. 

(Source: International Literacy Centre Information Brochure) 


